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Rise in private jet use prompts airport expansion
project near Steamboat Springs

Overall passenger volume at the regional airport has also
doubled in the last few years.

A rendering of the hanger addition under construction at Yampa Valley Regional Airport
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Denver metro-area developers have started a $15 million hangar expansion at Yampa
Valley Regional Airport, near Steamboat Springs, that officials say is driven by major

growth in private jet use there.

At over 57,000 square feet, the hangar campus should be complete in time for the 2025-

2026 ski season, the companies said in a news release.

The project by Centennial-based Business Aviation Group and Broomfield-based Wiens
Real Estate Ventures will add a "much-needed and anticipated amenity" to the Yampa
Valley airport, which has seen major growth in recent years, the companies said in

a statement.

The number of passengers passing through the airport terminal has risen from about
200,000 in 2020 to more than double — 460,000 — in 2023, said Kevin Booth, the Yampa

Valley airport director.

Like other mountain resort airports, pent-up pandemic demand brought an onslaught of
new travelers to the airport, Booth said. He said that major investments by Alterra

Mountain Co. at the resort also appears to have drawn more visitors.

On the private jet side, Booth said he expects that demand for hangar space will outpace

even what is set to open next year.

"This project is kind of the culmination of years of effort just to explain to developers

that there's a demand that really can't be met," he said.

The expansion will result in two buildings, each about 28,000 square feet: An open-bay

hangar that can fit business jets, and a complex with seven hangars, Booth said.
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Crews broke ground this month on a hangar expansion project.
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The developers leased the land from the airport, and they will ultimately have the power

to decide how to utilize both areas, he said.

Having more hangar space should allow private jet owners more flexibility in their travel
plans. Many fly in to the airport and then have a crew fly the plane to a different location
until they are ready to return if weather conditions are poor, Booth said. But some may

soon be able to keep their aircraft onsite in a heated hangar.

While ski season is the busiest at Yampa Valley Regional Airport, Booth said he sees large
corporate jets at the airport year-round. They come for hunting and other outdoor

activities in the spring, summer and fall, he said.

The project developers said in the release that they expect the addition will also serve
people flying in to take advantage of a private ski resort that is still in its planning stages

called Stagecoach Mountain Ranch.

Yampa Valley serves as a major air travel connector in northwest Colorado. The airport

has commercial flights from United, Southwest, American, Delta, JetBlue and Alaska
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Airlines, with direct service to 16 major airports — such as Boston, Atlanta and Los

Angeles — plus Denver, according to the airport's website.

Booth said architects and engineers are working now to add four new gates and a parking
space for commercial aircraft. Work for that expansion, as well as adding some
concession space, should be bid out in 2026, he said. Phase two of the project will

expand the airport's baggage claim and consolidate ground transportation.

0000000

Air Cargo Companies Serving Denver
International Airport

Pounds of cargo - January through August 2023

Rank Prior Rank Business name
1 FedEx Corp.
2 United Parcel Service Inc.
3 Air Transport International LLC
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